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APRIL: Week 1 – Outdoor Burning 
 
Overview: Outdoor burning is common in Tennessee, particularly in the springtime when homeowners 
burn debris and brush on their property during the spring. These fires often grow into uncontrolled 
burns and wildfires, which result in enormous losses of 
natural resources, personal property, and even lives. Fire 
can be an effective tool when used properly. Even so, the 
best intentions can produce disastrous results when safety 
precautions are not taken. 
 
Resources: The following resources are available: 

• BurnSafeTN.org 
o http://www.burnsafetn.org/  

• Safe debris burning pamphlet from Tennessee 
Division of Forestry 

o http://www.burnsafetn.org/pdfs/debris.pdf  
• Backyard debris burning safety 

o https://smokeybear.com/en/prevention-how-tos/backyard-debris-burning  
• Fact sheet on responses to brush, grass, and forest fires 

o https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics-and-reports/Fact-
sheets/brushgrassforestfactsheet.ashx  

• Brush, grass, and forest fires info 
o http://www.nfpa.org/news-and-research/fire-statistics-and-reports/fire-statistics/outdoor-

fires/brush-grass-and-forest-fires  
 
Media Tools: Use the following pre-written media releases and social media posts in your efforts to promote 
outdoor burn safety:  

• Twitter 
o Burn Safe TN! Always check local burn restrictions before you burn. Visit: 

www.burnsafetn.org @TNCommerceInsur 
o Check the weather before you burn! Make sure wind is calm and conditions aren't too dry. 

Visit: www.burnsafetn.org @TNCommerceInsur 
o Always keep water and tools nearby you burn outdoors. Be ready to contain that fire! Visit: 

www.burnsafetn.org @TNCommerceInsur 
• Facebook  

o State law requires a permit for open air burning from October 15 through May 15. Permits 
are free. You may obtain a permit by calling your local Division of Forestry office in your 
county. Go to www.burnsafetn.org for more information! 

o If you plan an outdoor burn, make sure to do the following: 1. Obtain a burn permit, 2. 
Notify your neighbors, 3. Keep water and tools handy, 4. Establish firebreaks, 5. Watch the 
weather, 6. Control the fire, and 7. Stay with the fire. For more info, go to 
www.burnsafetn.org  

o Consider alternatives to burning. Some types of debris—such as leaves, grass, and 
stubble—may be of more value if they are not burned. For more info, go to 
www.burnsafetn.org 
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o Careless debris burning is a primary cause of wildfires every year in Tennessee. Do your 
part to prevent wildfires and go to www.burnsafetn.org  

 
Educator Tip: Make sure all residents in your area know the local burn restrictions and how to obtain a 
burn permit. Use the “Safe Debris Burning” pamphlet above to distribute outdoor burning information to 
the residents in your area. Work with the forestry division to determine the most effective method to 
spreading outdoor burn safety information, which may include flyers, local radio or TV ads, or a public 
demonstration.  
 
NFPA Messaging: 
Outdoor Burning 
16.1.1 Check with your local fire department or municipality for any restrictions before starting an open-
air, recreational, or outdoor cooking fire. Obtain proper permits, if required. You might not be permitted 
to do outdoor burning in some municipalities and during some seasons. 
16.1.2 Closely supervise all outdoor fires. Make sure the fire is out before leaving. 
16.1.4 Permitted open fires, such as bonfires, yard waste fires, trash fires, or debris burning, need to be 
at least 50 feet from anything that can burn. 
16.1.7 Avoid burning on windy, dry days. Embers from open burning can ignite nearby structures or 
cause a wildfire. 
16.1.8 Where outdoor burning is allowed, never use gasoline or other flammable or combustible liquids. 
16.1.9 When burning, have a hose, bucket of water, or shovel and dirt or sand nearby to extinguish the 
fire. 
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