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DECEMBER: Week 2 – Candles and Holiday Décor Hazards 
 
Overview: Nothing spreads cheer quite like holiday decorations, but care must be used to ensure your 
festive winter décor is fire-safe. Candles are widely used in homes throughout the holidays, which means 
December is the peak month for home candle fires. Consider the tips below when you bring out the 
holiday decorations this year. And remember, as in every season, have working smoke alarms installed 
on every level of your home. Make sure to test your smoke alarms regularly and keep them clean. Don’t 
forget to practice your home escape plan! 
 
Resources: The following resources are available:  

• Winter holiday safety tip sheet 
o http://www.nfpa.org/~/media/files/public-education/resources/safety-tip-

sheets/winterholidaysafety.pdf?la=en  
• “Be A Good Elf” YouTube video: 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRsjqGZFjLU 
 
Media Tools: Use the following pre-written media releases and social media posts in your efforts to promote 
candle and holiday décor hazards:  

• Twitter 
o Be careful when decorating! Choose flame resistant decorations and keep them away from 

candles. @TNCommerceInsur http://bit.ly/2uVxhl5  
o Nearly 20% of home decoration fires are started by candles! Decorate carefully this 

Christmas. @TNCommerceInsur http://bit.ly/2uVxhl5  
o Christmas reminder: before going to bed, be sure to blow out all candles and turn off all 

holiday lights @TNCommerceInsur http://bit.ly/2uVxhl5  
o Battery operated candles look just as festive as flame candles and are much safer! 

@TNCommerceInsur 
• Facebook 

o Winter holidays are a time for families and friends to get together, but that also means a 
greater risk for fire. Following a few simple tips will ensure a happy and fire-safe holiday 
season. http://bit.ly/2uVxhl5  

o Be careful with holiday decorations! Deck the halls with decorations that are flame 
resistant or flame retardant. Also, keep lit candles away from decorations and other things 
that can burn. http://bit.ly/2uVxhl5 

o Nearly 20% of home decoration fires are started by candles! Nearly half of decoration fires 
happen because decorations are placed too close to a heat source. Learn more here: 
http://bit.ly/2uVxhl5  

o Battery operated candles look just as festive as flame candles and are much safer! You can 
find different options at your local store. 

 
Educator Tip: Encourage residents to use flameless candles in decorating their home. Many brands are 
designed to look like real flame but are much safer than actual flame candles. Most major retailers offer 
flameless candles as an alternative to real candles. Putting together a social media campaign encouraging 
residents to use flameless candles can be a good start to pushing this message.  
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NFPA Messaging: 
Candles 
General Candle Safety 
14.1.1 Consider using battery operated flameless candles, which can look, smell, and feel like real 
candles. 
14.1.4 Keep candles at least 12 inches (30 centimeters) from anything that can burn. 
14.1.5 Never leave a burning candle unattended. Burning candles can start a fire. 
 
Candle Use in Home Worship 
14.2.1 Lit candles are used in some religious rites and ceremonies in the home. Candles should be used 
with care. 
14.2.2 Lit candles should not be placed in windows, where blinds and curtains can close over them, 
causing a fire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


